VISIT TO  PARIS

organisation was so great that our table was not fully
occupied, a fact due to the absence of any understanding
among the dames patronesses. Old Prince Piickler had
either received no ticket or had been unable to find his
table; after he had turned to me, whom he knew by sight,
he was invited by Countess Walewska to take one of the
seats that had remained empty. The supper, in spite of
the triple division, was neither materially nor as regards
its preparation upon a level with what is done in Berlin
at similar crowded festivities; the waiting only was effi-
cient and prompt.

What struck me most was the difference in the regu-
lations for the free circulation of the throng. In this
respect the palace of Versailles offers much greater facili-
ties than that of Berlin on account of the larger number
and, if we except the White Hall, the greater spacious-
ness of the apartments. Here those who had supped
in class i were ordered to make their exit by the same
way as the hungry ones of class 2 entered, their impetu-
ous charge betraying certainly less acquaintance with the
customs of Court society. Personal collisions occurred
among the belaced and beribboned gentlemen and super-
elegant ladies, giving rise to scuffles and abusive lan-
guage, such as would be impossible in our palace. I
retired with the satisfactory impression that in spite of
all the splendour of the imperial Court the Court service,
the breeding and manners of Court society were on a high-
er level with us, as well as in St. Petersburg and Vienna,
than in Paris, and that the times were past when one could
go to France and to the Court of Paris to receive a school-
ing in courtesy and good manners. Even the etiquette of

small German Courts, antiquated as it was, especially in
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